
TREDYFFRIN TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES (TTL) 
 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees (BoT) 
 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 
 

7:30 PM at Tredyffrin Library 
 
 
Presiding: John C.T. Alexander, President 
 
Board Members Present: (constituting a quorum): 
Anthony Ferris 
Mike McTiernan 
Christa Melotti  
Johanna Pauciulo (Secretary) 
Tim Ross (Vice President) 
 
In Attendance: 
Ben Auslander, citizen 
Margie Auslander, citizen 
Jean Cook, citizen 
KS Bhaskar, Board of Supervisors 
Kate Currigan, President, Friends of TPL 
Marianne Hooper, Staff 
Chris Kibler, Library Director 
Rachel Kramer, Staff 
Peggy Layden, citizen 
Bill Matthews, citizen 
Diane McTiernan, citizen 
Beverly Michaels, Branch Manager 
Pearl Nudy, citizen 
Rob Rose, citizen 
Jennifer Whip, citizen 
Joe Whip, citizen 
 
Mr.  Alexander called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Public Comment 
 
Several members of the public attended to express their opinion regarding proposed adult 
programming for June 2020 (LGBTQ+ Pride Month). At a prior board meeting adult 
programming librarian Zoe Mills submitted proposed programming notes and ideas for 2020, 
including potential programs for June relevant to LGBTQ+ Pride Month. Proposed programs 
included films, a discussion panel and a party. Proposed programming has been revised to 
dispense with a party and continue with films and a discussion panel. Final programming has 
not yet been determined. 
 



Mr. McTiernan proposed that he would personally pay for rental space outside of the library for 
them to use for LGBTQ+ programs. Mr. McTiernan made a motion to adopt a library policy 
stating the following: “No library facility or programming resources shall be used for the 
promotion of any political or controversial viewpoints. Such political and controversial viewpoints 
being defined as those which are by their subject matter or agenda polarizing and which would 
therefore generate a substantial degree of opposition and controversy in Tredyffrin Township 
which provides the bulk of the library’s funding. Example: If a white supremacy group wanted 
programming in the library, if a nudist Religion wanted programming in the library, if a LBGT 
group wanted programming in the library, if a gun rights advocacy group wanted programming 
in the library. The answer to all of the above types of programming would be no as library policy 
prevents any library facilities being used for promotion of any political or controversial viewpoint. 
That is not the library’s job. These four meeting/ function/topics above are not the responsibility 
of the Tredyffrin Library”. The motion was not seconded. 
 
Mr. Auslander presented a letter dated 02/26/2020 which is attached hereto at the request of 
Mr. McTiernan. Mr. Kibler  responded that he was willing to meet with Mr. Auslander at a 
mutually convenient time to discuss programming ideas. 
 
Mr. Whip commented that he was supportive of Pride Month programming and found it 
disgraceful that members of the community would be against it on moral grounds. 
 
Ms. Nudy commented all people should be welcome at the public library as it is a safe space to 
discuss issues and disseminate information. 
 
Ms. Cook commented that library programs should not emphasize sexuality. Programs focused 
on sexuality, religion and politics are dangerous. 
 
Ms. Auslander commented that libraries are a place to explore and should not have programs 
which introduce topics of sexuality to children. Programming decisions should not be placed on 
the library director alone. 
 

Minutes 
The December minutes were submitted by Ms. Pauciulo for approval. Mr. Ross motioned to 
approve the minutes as written. Mr. Ferris seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Financial Report – Mr. Kibler 
 
Written report submitted.  
 
Friends of TPL Report – Ms. Currigan 
 
Written “decade” report submitted. Next book sale is March 19 – 21. 
 
Friends of Paoli Library Report – Ms. Michaels 
 
The Friends group has disbanded as Ms. Van der Krol resigned. The library staff is doing some 
of the Friends tasks such as book sales. A book sale will be held April 29 – May 4. The library 
has also partnered with Mission Reads to dispose of and sell books, Mission Reads provides a 
laptop and software and picks up all books for 75% of the proceeds. 



 
Fundraising Report – Ms. Kramer 
 
Written report submitted. Ms. Kramer circulated a prospecting worksheet targeting significant 
donors. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations for Board President and Secretary - Ms. Pauciulo motioned to nominate herself for 
Secretary and Mr. Alexander for President. Mr. Ferris seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. The Board will vote on the nominations at the March meeting. 
 
Nominations to Recommend Library Board of Trustees Candidates - Ms. Pauciulo motioned to 
nominate Bill Matthews and Rob Rose to serve on the BoT. Mr. Ferris seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Nominations to Recommend Library Foundation Board Candidate - Ms. Pauciulo motioned to 
nominate Rod Herrell to serve on the Foundation Board. Mr. Ferris seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously 
 
Approval of Petty Cash Funds for the Libraries – Ms. Pauciulo motioned to approve the petty 
cash funds set forth in the Library Director’s Financial Report. Ms. Melotti seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Old Business 
 
Library Programs and Community Outreach – See above Public Comment. Ms. Nudy advised 
that she is interested in conducting a program at the library concerning firearms safety. She has 
over 40 years of experience in the sale and use of firearms. 
 
Tredyffrin Township Supervisors – Mr. Bashkar 
 
Mr. Bashkar is the new liaison. There are no updates relevant to the library from the BoS at this 
time. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 pm.  
 
Next meeting: Thursday, March 26, 2020, 7:30 pm at Tredyffrin Library. 
 
 






